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REPORT       '^'^'^ 


OF    THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  the  HOUSE  of 
ASSEMBLY  on  the  2nd  June.  1874,  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  working  of  the  laws  at  present 
in  force  in  this  Colony,  in  regard  to  the  Sale  of  Wines 
and  t^pirituous  Liquors;  and  to  consider  and  report 
what  steps,  if  any,  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
deleterious  adulteration. 

Your  Committee  having  carefully  considered  the  laws  at 
present  in  force  in  tliis  Colony,  in  regard  to  the  Sale  of 
Wines  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  recommends  to  the  House 
that  the  Government  should  be  requested  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  to  amend  the  law»  at 
present  in  force  upon  this  subject,  as  follows : — 

L  That  the  46th  Section  of  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1851, 
should  be  amended,  so  as  to  substitute  the  following  penalties 
for  selling  wines  and  spirits  without  a  licence,  for  those  im- 
posed by  the  said  section,  namely  : 

For  first  offence,  a  fine  not  to  exceed  £25,  nor  be  less  than 
£5  ;  and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprisonment  for  not 
less  than  one  month,  nor  exceeding  three  months. 

For  second  offence,  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50,  nor  less  than 
£25  ;  and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprisonment  for 
not  less  than  three  months,  nor  exceeding  six  months. 

For  third  offence,  or  subsequent  offences,  a  fine  not  to 
exceed  £100,  nor  be  less  than  £50;  and,  in  default 
of  payment,  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  six 
months,  nor  more  than  twelve  months,  with  or  without 
hard  labour. 

Retaining  in  each  case  the  provision  that  in  any  case  the 
imprisonment  shall  cease  earlier  upon  the  payment  of  the 
fine  imposed. 
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II.  That  the  power  to  reduce  the  fine  to  one-third,  as  at 
present  held  by  resident  magistrates,  should  be  cancelled. 

III.  That  magistrates  should  be  empowered  upon  second 
convictions  to  cancel  the  spirit  licence,  as  well  as  any  trader's 
licence,  that  such  offender  may  have. 

IV.  That  all  licensed  dealers  in  wines  and  spirits  having 
their  premises  a  greater  distance  than  six  miles  from  any 
town  should  be  compelled  to  have  hotel  accommodation  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  licensing  boards. 

V.  That  any  licensed  dealer  convicted  of  selling  adul- 
terated liquor,  knowing  the  same  to  be  adulterated,  shail  be 
liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  £o, 
nor  exceeding  £20  ;  or,  in  default  of  payment,  to  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month. 

VI.  That  no  member  of  any  licensing  board  qualified  for 
a  seat  at  such  board,  by  virtue  of  his  being  a  member  of 
any  divisional  council,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  n.atter 
in  which  he  has  any  interest  direct  or  indirect. 


S.  PROB\RT,  Chairman. 


PEOCEEDINGS    OF    COMMITTEE. 


Select  Committee  ho  consider  and  report  upon  the  working 
of  the  laws  at  present  in  force  in  this  Colony,  in  regard  to 
the  Sale  of  Wines  and  Spirituous  Liquors  ;  and  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  steps,  if  any,  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  deleterious  adulteration  of  such  commodities, 
authorized  by  .resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
dated  2nd  June,  1874,  consisting  of  the  Attorney-General, 
Messrs.  Probart,  P.  Watermeyer,  King,  and  AylifF. 


Wednesday^  10th  June,  1874. 


PRESENT 


The  Attorney-General,  Mr.  P.  Watermeyer, 

Mr.  Probart,  Mr.  Kinfj. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  Probart  be  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved, — That  the  Chairman  be  instructed,  when  the  papers 
on  drunkenness  are  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  to  move 
that  they  be  referred  to  this  Committee. 

Resolved, — That  the  Committee  adjourn  to  Wednesday,  24th 
June. 


Wednesday,  2^th  June,  1874. 
PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Probart,  Chairman. 

The  Attorney-General,    I  Mr.  P.  Watermeyer. 

Mr.  AylifF,  | 

Read  order  of  the  House  referring  to  the  Committee  the 
Abstracts  of  Replies  to  Circular  from  the  Secretary  of  Native 
Affairs  relative  to  the  alleged  prevalence  of  Drunkenness  in  the 
Colony. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved, — That  the  Committee  adjourn  till  Tuesday  next,  at 
10  a.m. 
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Tuesday,  30th  June,  1874. 

PRESENT  : 

Air.  Probart,  Chairman, 


Attorney*  General, 
Mr.  AylifF, 


Mr.  King, 

Mr.  P.  Watermeyer. 


Committee  in  deliberation. 

Committee  adjourned  to  Wednesday  at  10.30. 


Wednesday,  \Stli  July,  1874. 

PRESENT  : 
Mr.  Ppobart,  Chairman. 
Air.  King,  |  Mr.  Ayliff. 


Mr.  P.  Wateimeyer, 

The  Chairman  submitted  certain  resolutions,  whick  were  agreed 
to,  and  Chairman  requested  to  submit  these  to  Mr.  Jacobs  for 
the  purpose  of  being  put  into  form. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Committee  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  22nd  July. 


Wednesday,  22nd  July,  1874. 
PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Probart,  Chairman. 
Mr.  AylifF,  |  Mr.  King. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  as  a  draft  report : — 

Your  Committee  having  carefully  considered  the  laws  at  pre- 
sent in  force  in  this  Colony  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  wines  and 
spirituous  liquors,  recommends  to  the  fiouse  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  requested  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  consideration 
of  Parliament,  to  amend  the  laws  at  piesent  in  force  upon  this 
subject,  as  follows  : 

I.  That  the  46th  Section  of  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1851,  should 
be  amended,  so  as  to  substitute  the  following  penalties  for  selling 
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wines  and  spirits  without  a  licence,  for  those  imposed  by  the  said 
Section,  namely  : 

For  first  offence,  a  fine  not  to  exceed  £25,  nor  be  less  than  £5  ; 
and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
one  month,  nor  exceeding  three  months. 

For  the  second  offence,  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50,  nor  less  than 
£25  ;  and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprisonment  for  not 
less  than  three  months,  nor   exceeding  six  months. 

For  third  offence  or  subsequent  offences,  a  fine  not  to  exceed 
£100,  nor  be  less  than  £50;  and,  in  default  of  payment, 
imprisonment  for  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  more  than 
twelve  months,  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

Retaining  in  each  case  the  provision  that  in  any  caf^e  the  im- 
prisonment shall  cease  earlier,  upon  the  payment  of  the  fine 
imposed. 

II.  That  the  power  to  reduce  the  fine  to  one-third,  as  at  pre- 
sent held  by  resident  magistrates,  should  be  cancelled. 

III.  That  magistrates  should  be  empowered,  upon  second  con- 
victions, to  cancel  the  spirit  licence,  as  well  as  any  trader's 
licence  that  such  offender  may  have. 

IV.  1  hat  all  licensed  dealers  in  wines  and  spirits,  having  their 
premises  a  greater  di-stance  than  six  miles  from  any  town,  should 
he  compelled  to  have  hotel  accommodation  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  licensing  boards. 

V.  That  any  licensed  dealer  convicted  of  selling  adulterate  I 
liquor,  knowing  the  eame  to  be  adulterated,  shall  be  liable  for 
every  such  offence  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  £5,  nor  exceeding 
£20  ;  or,  in  default  of  payment,  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  one  month. 

VI.  I  hat  no  member  of  any  licensing  board,  qualified  for  a 
seat  at  such  board,  by  virtue  of  his  being  a  member  of  any 
divisional  council,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  matter  in  which 
he  has  any  interest  direct  or  indirect. 

Mr.  King  moved  that  the  draft  report  just  read  be  adopted. 
Agreed  to. 
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